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BACKGROUND

As global vaccination efforts are being accelerated to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic, the World Health Organization has identified
vaccine hesitancy as leading global public health threat. Healthcare
workers play a key role in vaccine promotion, and vaccinated
healthcare workers are more likely to recommend vaccination to
others and to promote vaccine acceptance (Paterson et al., 2016).
Vaccine hesitancy among this population will have a major impact on
the success of public health campaigns to improve immunization.

Estimates indicated that:

e Vaccination rates across healthcare systems varied between 40%-
75% with some estimates indicating that nearly half of all
frontline healthcare workers remain unvaccinated (Kirzinger et
al., 2021; Lee, 2021),

* Vaccine hesitancy was highest among Black healthcare workers
and women (Kirzinger et al., 2021), and

* 35% of healthcare workers reported little confidence in the
testing process, which is similar to vaccine skepticism among the
general population (Wan et al., 2021).

Moreover, our review of current literature has revealed a paucity of
data on vaccine attitudes among healthcare workers providing
treatment for substance use disorders.

Purpose of the study: To examine the likelihood of vaccination
among healthcare workers in an opioid treatment program (OTP).

Methodology: A brief online survey was administered anonymously
to 272 employees at START’s 7 medication assistance treatment
programs in Brooklyn and Manhattan from January 4-19, 2021. The
survey included questions on sociodemographic characteristics, and
statements about the likelihood of getting vaccinated and perceived
importance of various factors for decision-making (e.g.: vaccine
safety, effectiveness, recommendations from experts).

Data Analysis: We used Python for descriptive and bivariate analysis.
The 5-point scale for the item assessing likelihood of getting
vaccinated from (1) “extremely unlikely” to (5) “extremely likely” was
dichotomized so that scores 1-3 were recoded as (0) unlikely or
unsure about getting a vaccine and scores 4-5 were recoded into (1)
likely to get a vaccine. We examined decision-related factors to
describe the importance of various factors in the decision to get
vaccinated. Chi-square tests examined the associations between
vaccination likelihood and sociodemographic characteristics.
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Likelihood of COVID-19 Vaccination by Demographic
Characteristics (n = 170)
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CONCLUSIONS

We sought to understand attitudes toward COVID vaccination among
staff providing treatment for opioid use disorders. Results of our
survey found that:

* Overall, only 40% of staff indicated being likely to get vaccinated,

* A greater percentage of staff 50 years of age or older indicated
being likely to get vaccinated compared to younger staff, and

* While more than 40% of medical and behavioral health staff
reported being likely to get vaccinated, this percentage was not
statistically significant compared to the other groups.

e Among the factors we assessed, the majority reported that
protecting one’s family and friends and vaccine safety and
effectiveness were extremely important in decisions to get
vaccinated.

Given that national public health efforts prioritize the OTP
healthcare workforce and patients, it is critical to examine factors
that are likely to impact decisions to get vaccinated among the OTP
healthcare workforce.
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No statistically significant differences were found, except that a
greater percentage of staff ages 50+ years indicated being likely to
get a COVID vaccine compared to staff <50 years (47% vs. 32%,

respectively, p < .05).
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